Christmas 2023, Lesson 2: Peace

“MY COVENANT OF PEACE”

Isaiah 54:1–17
Key Verse: 54:10

1.  Whom does the LORD address, what does he say to do, and why (1)? Who does this barren woman represent? What else does the LORD tell her, and how does it plant both faith and vision (2–3)?

2.  How does the LORD comfort her (4)? What does he personally promise, and how would these words help her (5)? How else does he comfort her (6–8)?

3.  What does “like the days of Noah” mean (9–10; cf. Gen.9:8–17)? Read verse 10. What does this highlight about the covenant? How does Jesus’ coming fulfill it (9:6–7; 53:5; Eph.2:13–18)? How can we experience his peace (Rom.5:1; 8:6), and how does it impact us (Heb.13:20–21)? 

4.  What else does the LORD promise the woman, and to what does it look forward (11–12; cf. Rev.21:18–21)? Read verse 13. How would these promises comfort her? How did Jesus apply this prophecy (John 6:45), and how does this assure us? What other promises does God give, and what can we learn here about him (14–17)?

5.  In light of this passage, how does the good news of peace through Jesus Christ speak to us and to the whole world at Christmastime? 
